
Pied butcherbird mimicry of avian species * 
Species mimicked Citation source 
Australian magpie (Cracticus tibicen) Cameron, 1971: 79; Higgins et al. (citing Shingleton), 

2006: 522; Horton, 1989: CD 044.15; McDonald, 1940: 
299-300; Taylor 

Australian owlet-nightjar (Aegotheles cristatus) Chisholm (citing Lord), 1950: 233; McDonald, 1940: 299-
300 

Australasian pipit (Anthus novaeseelandiae) Taylor 
Australian ringneck (Barnardius zonarius) Sedgwick (citing White), 1949: 181 
banded lapwing (Vanellus tricolor) Taylor 
bar-shouldered dove (Geopelia humeralis) Taylor 
brown honeyeater (Lichmera indistincta) Sedgwick (citing White), 1949: 181 
bush stone-curlew (Burhinus grallarius) Taylor 
channelbilled cuckoo (Scythrops novaehollandiae) Chisholm (citing Thorogood), 1946: 13 
common koel, female (Eudynamys scolopacea) Lord, 1945: 119 
common koel, male or sex unspecified (Eudynamys 
scolopacea) 

Chisholm (citing Thorogood), 1946: 13; Lord, 1945: 119 

crested pigeon (Ocyphaps lophotes) Taylor 
diamond dove (Geopelia striata) Taylor 
eastern rosella (Platycercus eximius) Higgins et al. (citing Shingleton), 2006: 522 
figbird (Sphecotheres viridis) Higgins et al. (citing Shingleton), 2006: 522; Taylor 
forest kingfisher (Todiramphus macleayii) Taylor 
galah (Eolophus roseicapillus) McDonald, 1940: 299-300; Taylor 
grey butcherbird (Cracticus torquatus) Lumsdaine, 2000: CD048.10 (pers. corr.) 
grey shrike-thrush (Colluricincla harmonica) Higgins et al. (citing Shingleton), 2006: 522; Lumsdaine, 

1997: CD 049.18; Taylor 
grey-headed honeyeater? (Lichenostomus keartlandi) Taylor 
hooded robin (Melanodryas cucullata) Taylor 
Horsfield’s bronze-cuckoo (Chalcites basalis) Taylor 
laughing kookaburra (Dacelo novaeguineae) McDonald, 1940: 299-300 
little eagle? (Hieraaetus morphnoides) Taylor 
little wattlebird (Anthochaera chrysoptera) Higgins et al. (citing Shingleton), 2006: 522 
masked lapwing (Vanellus miles) Higgins et al. (citing Shingleton), 2006: 522 
mistletoebird (Dicaeum hirundinaceum) Taylor 
noisy friarbird (Philemon corniculatus) Higgins et al. (citing Shingleton), 2006: 522; Lumsdaine, 

2000: CD048.10 (pers. corr.) 
noisy miner (Manorina melanocephala) Cameron, 1971: 79; McDonald, 1940: 299-300 
noisy pitta (Pitta versicolor) Horton, 1989: CD044.6 (pers. corr.) 
olive-backed oriole (Oriolus sagittatus) Higgins et al. (citing Shingleton), 2006: 522; Taylor 
orange-footed scrubfowl (Megapodius reinwardt) Taylor 
Pacific baza (Aviceda subscristata) Taylor 
painted finch (Emblema pictum) Taylor 
pale-headed rosella (Platycercus adscitus) McDonald, 1940: 299-300 
pallid cuckoo (Cacomantis pallidus) Taylor 
parrot (no species identified) Cameron, 1971: 79 
peaceful dove (Geopelia placida) Chisholm (citing Thorogood), 1946: 13; Horton, 1989: 

CD044.15 (pers. corr.); Taylor 
pied currawong (Strepera graculina) Horton, 1989: CD044.15 (pers. corr.; McDonald, 1940: 

299-300; Taylor 
rainbow bee-eater (Merops ornatus) Higgins et al. (citing Shingleton), 2006: 522; Taylor 
rainbow lorikeet (Trichoglossus haematodus) Taylor 
red wattlebird (Anthochaera carunculata) Higgins et al. (citing Shingleton), 2006: 522 
rufous whistler (Pachycephala rufiventris) Taylor 
satin bowerbird (Ptilonorhynchus violaceus) Higgins et al. (citing Shingleton), 2006: 522 
southern boobook (Ninox novaeseelandiae) Chisholm (citing Lord), 1950: 233; Horton, 1989: 

CD044.15 (pers. corr.) 
spangled drongo (Dicrurus bracteatus) Taylor 
spiny-cheeked honeyeater (Acanthagenys rufogularis) McDonald, 1940: 299-300 
spotted pardalote (Pardalotus striatus) Taylor 
Torresian imperial pigeon? (Ducula mullerii) Taylor 
wandering whistling-duck? (Dendrocygna arcuata) Taylor 
white-throated nightjar (Eurostopodus mystacalis) Higgins et al. (citing Shingleton), 2006: 522 
yellow-bellied sunbird (Nectarinia jugularis) Taylor 
yellow-faced honeyeater (Lichenostomus chrysops) Higgins et al. (citing Shingleton), 2006: 522 
yellow-throated miner (Manorina flavigula) Sedgwick (citing White), 1949: 181 

 
  * Hollis Taylor sources with a “?” are probable but not certain. 


